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FORDINGBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the General Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th December 2023 at 7.30pm 
held at the Town Hall. 

(Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting of the Council) 
 
Present: Cllr White – Chair 

Cllrs Bailey, Cameron, Hinton, Lewendon, Perkins, Shering and Wilson 
 
In Attendance:   Paul Goddard, Town Clerk 
   Rachel Edwards, Asst Town Clerk 

Cllr Woods, New Forest District Council 
Cllr DeBoos, Ringwood Town Council 

 
1. To receive any apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Millar and Paton. Also from Ruth Croker, Footpath Officer. 
 
2. To receive any Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest. 

 
3. To confirm the minutes of the General Council meeting held on Wednesday 1st 

November 2023 and to report on any matters arising 
Cllr Hinton proposed and it was seconded by Cllr Shering and therefore RESOLVED: that the 
minutes of the General Council meeting held on the 1st November 2023 are signed as a true 
record. 
Matters Arising 
Agenda item 7 – Cllr Hinton reported that he had spoken to the Infants and Junior Schools who 
would be concerned if the Whitsbury Road school crossing were to be withdrawn. 
 
4. To receive any matters raised by members of the public 
No matters raised. 
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5. To receive a report on any matters under Section 17 of the Crime & Disorder Act 
 

 
 
6. To receive a report from the Town Mayor 
The Mayor gave the following report.  
 
The last month has been relatively quiet in terms of official duties. I did have the pleasure of 
switching the Town lights on last week alongside Father Christmas. Another great event was 
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enjoyed by the large crowd that attended the light switch on. Thanks to everyone involved 
particularly FEG, members of FTC & Rotary. Plans for next year’s calendar of events are 
already underway apparently. 
 
It is nice this week to welcome the Men’s Shed to the Town Hall on Wednesday mornings for 
the weekly meetings. 
 
I am looking forward to the Mayor’s afternoon tea tomorrow to thank our local volunteers & also 
to our FTC Xmas buffet at The George in a couple of weeks. 
 
I have this week also sent out a Xmas newsletter to help promote what we have achieved this 
year as a new look Town Council. Also, thanks to Cllr Cameron we will also be having a regular 
slot in the local Focus magazine starting this month, again to promote what we are up to. 
 
Finally, just a reminder of the NFDC free parking days on the1st, 2nd, 16th, 17th December to 
encourage support for our local businesses in the run up to Christmas.  
 
Best wishes to you all & your families for Xmas & many thanks for all the hard work for the Town 
this year as FTC. 
 
7. To receive a report from the County Councillor  
Reports for November and December were received. Please see appendices. 
Actions: Cllr Wilson to attend the HCC meeting on 12th December. The Clerk to circulate 
Cllr Wilson’s draft presentation to members. 
 
8. To receive a report from the District Councillors 
Cllr Woods attended the Fordingbridge Christmas Lights Switch On last Friday and thanked all 
those involved in organising the event, saying it was a super evening. 
 
Cllr Woods reported on the NFDC Corporate Plan which lasts for 4 years and sets the strategic 
direction for the council. The consultation deadline is 26th January 2024.  
 
Cllr Woods reported on the NFDC Transformation Strategy 2024-28. A workshop with town and 
parish clerks will be arranged in due course as NFDC start to implement the strategy. 
 
Cllr Woods reported that the National Park Authority are considering using CIL funds to redevelop 
the old railway line from Burgate to Breamore as a walking route. This will especially benefit the 
residents of the new housing developments in Fordingbridge as a facility to improve their health 
and wellbeing.  
 
Many businesses and residents have contacted Cllr Woods regarding the increase in the cost of 
NFDC parking clocks and the impact on local businesses. Cllr Woods will ask NFDC to consider 
a local business discount. 
 
Cllr Woods reported that telecoms companies in the UK are replacing the technology they use to 
provide fixed telephone networks (landlines). For most customers, the upgrade is expected to be 
complete by 2025. Telecoms companies are required by Ofcom to take all necessary measures 
to ensure uninterrupted access to emergency organisations for their customers, including in the 
event of a power cut. The Telephony Universal Service Obligation in the 2003 Communications 
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Act means all consumers in the UK will still have access to a landline service should they choose 
to do so, even if they don’t have or want broadband. 
 
9. To receive the following Committee meeting minutes and any recommendations to 

General Council contained therein. 
• Planning Committee – 8th November 2023 – received Cllr Hinton 
• Amenities Committee – 15th November 2023 – received Cllr Bailey 
• General Purposes Committee – 15th November 2023 – received Cllr Hinton 
• Finance and Policy Committee – 29th November 2023 – received Cllr Hinton 

 
Cllr Hinton proposed and it was seconded by Cllr Shering and therefore RESOLVED: that if 
necessary, the Avon Valley Shed be allowed to use the community plot at the allotments, subject 
to checking the shed size and land title, as recommended by the General Purposes Committee. 
All in favour. 
 
10. To consider Footways in Fordingbridge 
Action: Clerk to write to Pennyfarthing Homes requesting that the footpath at Tinkers 
Cross be cleared of mud and other detritus 
 
11. To consider Highways in Fordingbridge  
Cllr Lewendon reported that Fryern Court Road had a one-day closure for potholes to be 
repaired but that several potholes were missed as they were not listed on the paperwork.  
Action: Clerk to contact Hampshire Highways  
 
12. To confirm representatives of the following outside bodies and agree arrangements 

for reporting back: 
Following the resignation of Cllrs Hale and Jackson, vacancies on the following outside bodies 
have arisen. Members decided to co-opt before filling these vacancies. 

• Almshouses 
• Avonway Community Centre  
• Burgate School Community Management 
• Fordingbridge Conservation Group 
• HALC   
• NFALC 
• N F Consultative Panel  
• Victoria Rooms Committee  
• The Rotary Club  

 
13. To report on any Health & Safety issues 
Cllr Bailey will attend a Bathing Water Application risk assessment meeting at 11.30am on 
Friday 15th December at the Rec. 
 
The Clerk reported that Fordingbridge has been chosen as a site for installing real-time water 
quality monitoring by Wessex Water, subject to further environmental checks, and has 
requested permission from Fordingbridge Town Council as landowner.  
 
Cllr Bailey reported that the bracket on the wheelhouse of the pirate ship needs replacing. 
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The lengthsman cleared the High Street and the area behind the Co-op of decomposing fallen 
leaves. 
 
The Queen’s Gardens Play Area has been cleaned free of charge by New Forest Exterior 
Cleaning, with a payment made towards the cost of the water. 
 
14. To receive reports from representatives on Outside Bodies and meetings attended 
Cllr Cameron attended the North West Quadrant meeting on 6th November.  
Cllrs White and Lewendon attended a meeting with Morebus today regarding a proposed 
diversion of the X3 route via the new housing developments. A test bus will trial the proposed 
route. 
 
15. To note any items of correspondence  
Nothing to report. 
 
16. To receive a report from the Clerk or any other relevant business 
Nothing further to report. 
 
17. To note the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 3rd January 2024.   
The meeting closed at 8.10p.m.  
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