
FORDINGBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on Wednesday 17th January 2024 at 
08:10 p.m. at the Town Hall 

(Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting of the Council) 
 

Chair:  Cllr White 
Present: Cllrs Wilson, Millar, Bailey, Paton and Shering  
 
In Attendance:   Paul Goddard, Town Clerk 
   Cllr Woods (NFDC)  
    
 
1. To receive any apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Perkins. 
 
2. To receive any declarations of interest. 

No declarations were made. 
 
3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 15th November 2023 and report any 

matters arising 
Cllr Millar proposed, and it was seconded by Cllr Wilson and therefore RESOLVED: that 
the minutes of the meeting held on 15th November 2023 be signed as a true record. No 
matters arising. 

 
4. To receive any matters raised by Members of the Public 

No matters were raised. 
 
5. Matters relating to the Recreation Ground 

The Clerk provided details of correspondence requesting a plaque in the memorial 
gardens. Cllrs discussed the policy for memorials in the gardens, the possible locations 
for a wall (possibly incorporating feature bricks) or bed of remembrance, the possible 
location, having standard plaque sizes and paying for a 10-year term for plaques.  Cllr 
White agreed to look into it further. 
Cllr Wilson provided a plan of the Recreation Ground showing a revised play area following 
discussions with play equipment providers and the grounds operative.  The plan detailed 
a new area of wet pour, and identified which pieces of current equipment could be retained 
and which could be removed.  Cllrs discussed the timing of any work and whether it would 
be possible to undertake the work before the summer.  Proposals were expected from play 
companies in the next four to five weeks and it could be possible to finish the project by 
late June/early July (albeit there is always a risk of project slippage).  The grounds 
operative could mange the removal of the play equipment no longer needed.  Cllrs also 
discussed the need for a second gate.  Cllrs discussed: 

• That Cllr Wilson should await the proposals and it was suggested the play 
companies should be given a delivery date and provide a timeline for the work. 

• Cllr Wilson would obtain further quotes for the play fence so this work could be 
undertaken as soon as possible, as it will give a better visual idea of the project. 

• The Clerk should contact the NFDC to obtain views on the play companies to use. 
• Some councillors could visit local play areas already supplied by the play 

companies to look at the quality of the equipment. 
If the memorial gates are to be opened as a point of access, the entrance point is quite 
uneven, so this issue needs to be addressed or the hazard should be made obvious. 
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6. To report any matters concerning Open Spaces 

• Jobs for Lengthsman – 9th February 2024 
The dragon’s teeth at Allenwater Drive need replacing.  The Clerk should investigate the 
cost of obtaining new dragon’s teeth from the Forestry Commission and plastic options 
and compare prices. 
• To review other play equipment locations 
Cllr Bailey is in the process of reviewing the other locations and will report back to 
Council. 

 
7. To review the Terms of Reference for the Committee 
Cllrs considered the current terms of reference for the committee and agreed the following 
changes: 
Change “groundsman” to “grounds operative” (Pt 7) 
Change “having consulted with the office” to “having consulted with the Clerk or Chair of the 
Committee” (Pt 7) 
Cllr Paton proposed and it was seconded by Cllr Bailey and therefore RESOLVED: to 
recommend the terms of reference for the committee with the above changes to Council.  All 
in favour. 
Decisions to cancel big events should be taken having consulted with the event organisers. 

 
8. To note any items of correspondence 
No items of correspondence. 
 
9. To receive a report from the Clerk or any other relevant business 
Cllrs discussed the siting of a new NFDC bin in the High Street as concerns had been raised 
on social media by a local business.  The district councillors had undertaken to visit the local 
business to discuss those concerns.  Cllrs agreed that the bin should be left where it has been 
sited for the time being, to see whether it causes any issues. 
 
10. To note the date of the next meeting as 20th March 2024 
The meeting closed at 8:51pm. 


