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FORDINGBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the General Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd January 2024 at 7.30pm 
held at the Town Hall. 

(Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting of the Council) 
 
Present: Cllr White – Chair 

Cllrs Bailey, Cameron, Hinton, Lewendon, Millar, Paton, Shering and Wilson 
 
In Attendance:   Paul Goddard, Town Clerk 
   Rachel Edwards, Asst Town Clerk 

Cllr Woods, New Forest District Council 
   Cllr DeBoos, Ringwood Town Council 
 
1. To receive any apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Perkins and Ruth Croker (Footpath Officer). 
 
2. To receive any Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest. 

 
3. To confirm the minutes of the General Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th 

December 2023 and to report on any matters arising 
Cllr Wilson proposed and it was seconded by Cllr Cameron and therefore RESOLVED: that the 
minutes of the General Council meeting held on the 6th December 2023 are signed as a true 
record.  
Matters Arising 
Agenda item 14 – Cllr Lewendon reported that the trial of the proposed new bus route was 
successful. 
 
4. To receive any matters raised by members of the public 
No matters raised. 
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5. To receive a report on any matters under Section 17 of the Crime & Disorder Act 
Members considered the following report. 

 
 
6. To receive a report from the Town Mayor 
The Mayor gave the following report.  
 
Wishing everyone a Happy New Year and I am looking forward to continuing the work we have 
been doing as a Council since last year's elections and making a difference for our Town. We 
hope to co-opt two new Council members at February’s General Council meeting. 
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The Council Christmas celebration was an enjoyable evening at The George.  
 
The annual Christmas lights switch on is already being looked at for this year and forging new 
relationships with the Rotary Club who are now under new leadership will further enhance the 
events we in FTC, along with the Events Group, will provide for the Town this coming year. 
 
7. To receive a report from the County Councillor  
No report received. 
 
8. To receive a report from the District Councillors 
 
Parking 
Both Cllr Millar and Cllr Woods have received many comments and complaints from residents 
and businesses regarding the increases in NFDC parking charges. Cllr Woods asked NFDC to 
consider a local business discount but to no avail. Cllr Millar thought the parking clocks to still be 
good value but the percentage increase too much. Residents complained that they are advised 
not to display valuables in their cars, but the parking clock is now worth £220 and not traceable if 
stolen. It was reported that the RingGo app charges £1.40 for an hour’s parking in NFDC car 
parks, whereas if paying at a ticket machine, only £1 is charged instead. Cllr Lewendon said that 
parking is free in Totton after 1pm. 
 
Wheelie Bins 
Keep Britain Tidy is currently undertaking a survey on behalf of NFDC to decide which properties 
are suitable for wheelie bins. 
 
Councillor Surgeries 
Cllrs Millar and Woods will hold their first Surgery in the Town Hall on Saturday, and monthly 
thereafter. 
 
Minerals and Waste Plan Consultation 
Cllr Woods said that FTC should soon receive a stakeholder invitation from HCC.  
 
9. To receive the following Committee meeting minutes and any recommendations to 

General Council contained therein. 
• Planning Committee – 13th December 2023 – received Cllr Paton 

 
10. To consider Footways in Fordingbridge 
The Clerk had written to Pennyfarthing Homes to ask that the footpath at Tinkers Cross be 
cleared of mud and other detritus but due to the Christmas break, this has not yet been 
actioned.  
 
11. To consider Highways in Fordingbridge  
A resident of Shaftesbury Street complained about the increasing and regular occurrence of 
vehicles driving in excess of the 30mph speed limit outside their house. NFDC have been 
contacted to ask if a SID (Speed Indicator Device) can be temporarily installed in this location to 
monitor traffic speeds. 
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12. To receive a recommendation from the Finance & Policy Committee on the precept for 
2024/25 

Cllr Paton proposed and it was seconded by Cllr Millar and therefore RESOLVED: to agree the 
recommendation of the Finance & Policy committee for the budget proposals for 2024/25 resulting 
in a precept request of £335,981.20. All in favour. 
 
13. To consider a response to New Forest District Council’s draft Corporate Plan 
Members discussed the NFDC Corporate Plan which is intended to last for 4 years and set the 
strategic direction for the council. The priority themes are People, Place and Prosperity: 
 
People - Helping people in the greatest need and creating balanced, resilient, and healthy 
communities who feel safe and supported with easy access to services. 
 
Place - Delivering growth, opportunity and services that shape our place now and for future 
generations, within a unique environmental context, to ensure we remain a special place to live, 
work and visit. 
 
Prosperity - Promoting a strong local economy that delivers its aspirations through effective 
partnerships, attracting investment, and increasing skills and employment opportunities. 
 
Cllr Wilson observed that a true plan entails clear choices that define a council's actions and 
exclusions. She said that failure to implement a plan often results from plans lacking clear 
choices and in this case, what is called a "plan" is actually a set of goals. Executives may 
perceive it as complete, but without meaningful consultation, success is questionable. 
 
Cllr Wilson considered each of the main themes in turn: 
 
People 
 
Ensure our housing strategy and policies supports necessary adaptations and other 
support that enables people to stay in their homes and to live independently. 
Cllr Wilson said that many individuals express the need for home modifications as they age. 
She asked how NFDC will: 
• Provide a wide range of housing types and choices. We lack smaller housing close to 

facilities. 
• Influence and improve local housing markets. Larger, older houses have to compete with a 

large number of more popular new houses for buyers. 
• Promote shared ownership for older people. Are there going to be included in any future 

planning proposals. Buying a percentage share of your retirement home allows people to 
manage your finances to cater for future needs. If you buy 75% of the value of the property, 
there is often no rent to pay on the outstanding share, for older people. 

• Help people in inappropriate housing in the private rented sector. (The highest number of 
people living in housing which is not in a reasonable state of repair and does not have 
reasonably modern facilities and services and has insulation or heating that is not effective). 

• Help people in inappropriate housing in owner-occupied homes that are not in a reasonable 
state of repair and does not have reasonably modern facilities and services and has 
insulation or heating that is not effective. 
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• Ensure the Local Planning Authority insists on the delivery of additional mainstream housing 
which caters for people who need an accessible home and/or wheelchair adapted homes, 
for rent and for sale, by adhering to mandated standards. By insisting on planning conditions 
that require compliance with the optional requirement M4 (2).  Providing good access from 
outside areas not just accessible buildings. 

 
Place 
 
Update our strategic planning framework to manage change in the future, including an 
updated local plan that responds to the Freeport proposition and delivers the homes and 
infrastructure our district needs 
Cllr Wilson said that collaboration and consultation with town and parish councils would have 
helped to establish the priorities of the community.  Providing opportunities to receive 
community feedback at all stages of any Council Plan project will greatly increase the chances 
of success. Engaging with them early on in the process also provides first-hand insight into the 
issues in the area. 

 
Encourage Hampshire County Council to provide necessary transport infrastructure 
including upgrades to the A326, in a way which delivers economic prosperity, 
connectivity and considers the enhancement of biodiversity and sustainable access from 
the National Park to the coast. 
Cllr Wilson reported that Fordingbridge needs transport infrastructure.  Basing transport 
infrastructure investment decisions on journey time savings and productivity increases should 
not be the only considerations.  The wider benefits of improving residents’ health and wellbeing 
by improving traffic problems and creating better connections for small towns should not be 
under-estimated. 

1. Growth of regional businesses 
2. Local employment and skills development 
3. Resilient Communities 
4. Protect and improve our environment 

 
Prosperity 
 
While planning for the future, we already have a very important Small and Medium 
Enterprise (SME) sector based around our world class tourism offer and our rural 
economy. Supporting those smaller businesses to flourish is an equally important part of 
our plan. Our natural environment also presents opportunities to develop green skills, as 
well as being a key proponent of our tourism offer. 
Cllr Wilson noted that the plan outlines NFDC's desired outcomes rather than specific actions 
and a strategy is still required for implementation. While the plan emphasizes support for 
businesses and individuals, it lacks clarity on the methods to achieve these goals. 
 
Members thought the plan to be woolly and generic and one which could be applied anywhere. 
Concern was raised about the lack of a New Forest specific plan.  
 
NFDC intend to invest in leisure centres to empower residents to live healthy, connected and 
fulfilling lives, yet the money that has recently been spent on leisure centres was to bail out the 
company Freedom Leisure. Members agreed there is an absence of leisure facilities in 
Fordingbridge; with residents wanting a gym, swimming pool, squash courts and tennis courts. 
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Sandy Balls Holiday Village has some of these facilities, but only holidaymakers staying on site 
can use them during school holidays. In addition, the site is difficult to access without a car.  
 
Cllr Wilson reported that pavements are no longer swept at all, and the road sweeper passes 
through at high speed without adequately cleaning the roads. 
 
Free parking would significantly help the prosperity of local businesses. 
 
Members requested that NFDC hold quarterly parish liaison meetings.  
 
Action: Clerk to submit response to NFDC 
Action: Clerk to invite NFDC Chief Executive, Kate Ryan, to the Annual Town Assembly 
Action: Clerk to share about the corporate plan survey on Facebook and the website 
 
14. To report on any Health & Safety issues 
The Clerk reported that the bracket on the wheelhouse of the pirate ship is being repaired. 
 
15. To receive reports from representatives on Outside Bodies and meetings attended 
Cllr Cameron attended the NFALC EGM on Tuesday 12th December where changes to NFALC 
were considered. It is hoped to pull local Councils together collaboratively. 
Cllrs Shering and Cameron gave a presentation to NFDC on 12th December in a bid for a 
community grant for the installation of a circular path at the Rec. The results of which will be 
known in February. 
Cllr White reported that a meeting with High Street and Salisbury Street businesses will be held 
on 25th January at 6pm to consider the next Christmas Lights Switch On event. 
 
16. To note any items of correspondence  
Nothing to report. 
 
17. To receive a report from the Clerk or any other relevant business 
The Clerk recommended including estimated times for each item on an agenda. This will be 
trialled. 
 
Cllr Millar reported that the Miles of Value shop is closing on the High Street. Cllr Hinton reported 
on a scheme elsewhere where the local Chamber of Commerce approached the freeholder and 
asked to rent an empty premises which they let to a series of pop-up shops. 
Action: Cllr Hinton to find out who owns the freehold 
 
Cllr White reminded members of the Recreation Ground working party of their next meeting on 
10th January at 6.30pm. 
 
18. To note the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 7th February 2024.   
The meeting closed at 8.23p.m.  
 


